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•Graham Birdsall, edi 
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Striking UK-footage Iff 
Nicholas Redfern, at 


claimed UFO study A CoV' 
Agenda, agreed and added;™ft’a 
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where in the world. T 8mWH 
this is extra-terrestrial.'* 

Convinced^ 
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Dally Mall. Tuesday, March 31.1998 


ALIENS IN OUR MIDST? 


DAY THREE OF OUR FASCINATING SERIES 



ARE beings from other world# trying to 
communicate with ue? In our intriguing 
sorlea. criminologist and former 
university professor Colin Wilson Is 
Investigating the evidence about UFOs. 

Yesterday, he told how he uncovered 
the clues which suggest that beings 
from outer space were the real fathers 
of civilisation on Earth. Today, he 
argues that people do not see UFOs by 
accident — they have been selected to 
make contact with aliens... 

Y OUNG French astronomer 
Jacques Vailee was working 
In the Parts Observatory In 
1961 when he saw what 
looked like an exceptionally 
bnght satellite. What puz¬ 
zled him was that It was not on any 
official record and that It was going 
the wrong way round the Earth. 

Valle* humed oft to report thli mysterious 
sighting to his superior. To his dismay, his 
boss not only dismissed It, but confiscated 
•.he tape and destroyed It. 

He knew that Vailee was fascinated by the 
strange phenomenon known as Hying 
saucers and he didn't want any of that kind 
of nonsense at the Pans Observatory. 

Vailee knew that the American astronomer 
J. Alien Hynek was interested In UFOs — 
unidentified flying objects — and he lost no 
lime in writing to him Hynek urged Vailee to 
give up his job and come to the U 8. 

The Frenchman had been interested In 
UFOs since he was 14. when he had heard a 
railway worker dcscnbe on the radio how he 
had seen a UFO near a train line and two 
small figures that looked like robots. 

A year later. Vailee saw a UFO for himself. 

His mother screamed from the garden and 
i Vailee rushed downstairs In time to see a 
grey metallic disc with a bubble on top hov¬ 
ering over the church in Pontolse, near Paris. 

UFOs have been teen throughout the agea 
In ancient Egypt, the Pharaoh Thutmos* m 
saw a circle or fire descend from the sky. 

When Alexander the Great was besieging 
Tyre, a large silver shield fell out of the sky 
and shot a beam of light at the city wall, 
blasting a hole In it and allowing the 
Macedonians to invade the city. 

The fiery chariot of Ezekiel, described In 
the Bible, sounds very like a UFO. Writer 
Harold Wilkins has listed 150 reports of silver 
discs and globes of fire described by ancient 
historians. 

In the Sixties, most writers on UFOs_ _ 

InMt: A.uononw J. Alton Hyn* InvMUgMd UFO*. M.ln pleh.ro: Tto Alton .p««hlp land. In th. cllntocde o. M <Um Clo 

was unlikely, for such objects 
would be visible long before they 
reached Earth — not merely 
through telescopes, but even to 
the naked eye. 

Was It possible, he wondered, 
that UFOs were not spaceships 
from Mars but something alto¬ 
gether more mysterious? 

Vailee went to Chicago to work 
with Hynek. who was a consultant 
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control system, like the propa¬ 
ganda of the Nazi Dr Ooebbela, 
which was Intended to mould what 
the Germans thought. 

Vailee believes that UFOs are 


which analysed and daaalfled hun- In the car. which was still being 
dre£ of reports of UFOs. driven along the road. 

Who W., » ennmutant Yet the more Vailee learned about Convinced that something else 
™P$2«B1 u 5 Boon, ttjj:U.S. Air UFOS, the more pu.sled he h.dMpijnecU she-en^.^JTh 
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flelddurlng an archaeological dig. tracked down the other three co-jiaereo tne most sumo- 

Alleni had connected him to leant factor of the woman's 
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tic. who thought UFOs 
hysteria and hallucinations. 

Alter visiting s girls' college In 
Michigan where dozens of students 
had seen a large glowing ob ect 
i swampy area. Hynek told a 
~ ^J?ress conference that It 
br^othing more than 
s ^-^as (also known as 

’ the-wsp). 


FuD Moon, which darted around 'as 
If to show off 1U abilities'. 

That evening, after having dinner 
with friends, she wandered to the 
French windows and saw on the 
lawn i 
Pan. I 

g TtdnSng she was hnlluclmitlng. m 2* hssISSl^TslmSKroclu- 

E® abductees^ people who 'eddm'they 
have been taken from their beds, 
sometimes sucked through doom 


'a kind of aatyr, like the god slowly and deliberately trying to 
It had a goat's legs and sflky bring shout some grcai change In 
md stared at her with grape- the way we perceive reality. 


she turned away and then 1 
again. The satyr was still there. She 
stayed away from the French win¬ 
dows for the rest of the evening. 

Vailee considered the most slgnlf- 


ublect-- 

nations on some kind of craft. 

At first, these abductees are terri¬ 
fied. disorientated and on the verge 
of nervous collapse. Yet many come 
to feel they have been somehow 



HOWL of derision went 
up all over the U S. and 
Hynek acquired the rep- 
__ —. utatlon of being the 
ignoble instrument of an official 
•over-up. 

S iddenly. every American had no 
doubt that there was more to flying 
saucers than glowing swamp gas. 

At the time Vailee came to the 
U.8.. most books on UFOs were 
aimed at the popular market — 
such as the works of George 
Adamski, who claimed that he had 
been taken on a trip to Venus by 
aliens with long, blond hair. 

Vailee soon changed all that with 
his books Challenge To Science 
and Anatomy Of A Phenomenon, 


hours. But when he returned, he 
found he had been missing for 18 
days. 

It sounded like an invented story, 
except that the executive’s Influen¬ 
tial father had called out the police 
and the military to look for his son. 

The executive told Vailee that. 
Immediately after the encounter, 
he had needed an enormous 
amount of sleep. Then he slept less 
and less until he needed only a few 
hours a night. 

His powers of memory and con¬ 
centration were enormously 
enhanced and he was never ill. He 
was convinced that some enor¬ 
mous change was about to befall 
the human race. 


account to L.-. 

happened Immediately after she 
saw the UFO. She described how 


experience had changed his life. 

It struck Vailee that these aliens Hood Into her to feel they have been somenow 

seemed to possess supernatural . . . though coming from out- 'deepened' by the experience, wid 


powers. In fact, in many ways they 
sounded like the fairies and goblins 
of folklore. 


B 


UT WHEN he later wrote 
, the book Passport To 
| Magonia. which examined 
the parallels between 
accounts of fairies and the Inhabit¬ 
ants of UFOs, ufologists tnought he 
had gone too far. 

These critics were missing the 


lous cauusc -oo nun.. - noihtL 'Vailee was simply drawing mind to otner levels oi reauiy . 

wvssmtss SSSSSm, 


called ——-- 

had been driving along the motor¬ 
way with her band when a UFO 
swooped silently over the car. 

Four funnel-shaped lights drew 
them all up Into the craft. The next 
thing-Helen recalls was being back 


ment of the paranormal 
One British woman, who had 
heard Vailee lecture, wrote to tell 
him that she had been driving to 
Stratford-upon-Avon with a fHend 
when they saw a UFO the size of a 


head as though coming 
side', and that this buret of Insight 
had caused a personality change. 

All she could say to explain her¬ 
self was that 'in that afternoon, 1 
changed from being an agnostic 
Into a gnostic. If that means any¬ 
thing*. (Gnostics believe that the 
spirit can be liberated from the 
confines of the body). 

Was that why she was able to see 
the Pan-llke being, who would 
probably have been invisible to the 
other people In the room? Had the 
UFO sighting somehow opened her 
mind to other levels of reality? 

ties and 
.Jm. After 

studying thousands of cases and 
writing half-a-dozen books, he has 
come to a simple conclusion: that 
the purpose of UFOs is the effect 
they have on the human mind. 

They are what VaUee calls a 


have become spiritually stronger. 
Most feel that their abductors are 
on a higher level of consciousness 
than they are. 

A percentage of the abductees 
also feel that their experience has 
not taken place In the ordinary 
space and time that we take for 
granted. 

They speak of the aliens coming 
from another dimension, through a 
slit' or 'crack', or of entering our 
world from beyond the veil'. The 
effect is to make the abductees feel 
that they are beginning to grasp 
another kind of reality. 

Oddly enough, many abductees 
feel elated by the experience. Mack 
compares the methods of the aliens 
to Zen masters who try to teacn 
enlightenment by shock treatment. 

The result, he says, 1s an 'opening 
of consciousness to a universe that 
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range visible to the human eye. 
They descend through the scale of 
energies untU they become visible 
to us. 

In other words, the aliens' can 
manipulate energy to bring objects 
Into existence on our plane. They 
apparently belong to another 
dimension beyond the space and 
time with which we are familiar. 

According to Keel, this explains 
another or the aliens' mysterious 
abilities: the power to foretell the 
future. 

During the period when UFOs 
appeared to be following him 
around, he checked Into a motel 
chosen at random — and found 
there was a booking In his name 
and half-a-dozen nonsensical tele¬ 
phone messages. 


pi: i r f m 


Encounter* Of The Third Kind 


is no longer simply material* 
Many obductees come to feel 
*.hnt the universe, far from being . 
devoid of meaning. is \ 
informed by some kind of uni- I 
versal Intelligence, he says 
Even the sceptical Hynek even¬ 
tually became convinced — to the 
T.try and disgust of the U S Air 
Force — that the UFO phenome¬ 
non is ’the greatest mystery of our 
age. pernaps the greatest mystery 
of all time 

He coined the phrase ‘close 
encounters of the third kind' — 
meaning contact between humans 
and aliens — which became the 
title of the director Steven 
Spielberg's 1977 film, on which 
Hynek was an adviser (one of the 
scientists In the movie was 
modelled on Vallee). 

The chief drawback of the film 
was that It spread the notion that 
UFOs are visiting alien spaceships, 
when both Hynek and Vallee 
believed by that time that the Issue 
Ls far more complicated. 

If they were simply spacecraft 
from Mars, they would have landed 
and talked to us by this time, and 
not simply played a game of hide 
r.d seek that has left us bewil- 
> red. yet at the same time full of a 
curious sense of expectancy. 

But if UFOs are not spaceships, 
what are they? 

The Investigator who has come 
closest to devising a plausible 
theory Is John Keel, a writer from 
Mew York who is Irresistibly 
attracted to the unknown. 

In 1953. he saw his first UFO — a 
metallic disc with a revolving rim. 



Belief Ufologist Jacque* Vallee 
which hovered in broad daylight — 
above the Aswan Dam in Egypt. 
But It was not until lBflfl that he 
decided to undertake a careful 
study of the subject. 

He subscribed to a Press cuttings 
bureau and was staggered by the 
sheer number of newspaper stories 
about UFOs — often as many as 
150 a day. 

From Keel’s Interviews with hun¬ 
dreds of witnesses, one thing 
struck him: sightings are not a 
matter of chance. 

Many people who had seen UFOs 
from their cars later saw them 
above their homes. It was as if the 
UFOs were following them. Keel 
became convinced that people do 
not witness UFOs by accident. 
They are somehow selected. 

He also became convinced that a 
large percentage of the witnesses 
are psychic or have some paranor¬ 
mal abilities. 

As soon as Keel began a serious 
study of UFOs, the phenomenon 


began to home In on him. 'Luml 
nous aerial object* began to fol 
. low me around like faithful 
/ dogs, he says. 

I This is again something that ls 
often reported by UFO witness¬ 
es. Many of them also receive 
visits from mysterious men in 
black, who claim to oe from the 

C Dvemment or Air Force officers — 
ut no oftlclal department ever 
seems to know anything about 
them. 

Many witnesses who were driving 
when they saw a UFO have told 
Keel that their car engines failed — 
unless they were driving a diesel. 

Keel, s former radio engineer, 
knows that very low frequency 
(VLF) radio wave* will stop petrol 
car engines by Interfering with 
their electrical circuits. Diesel 
engines work on pressure ignition. 
This seems to suggest thst flying 
saucer* give off VLF waves. 

That finding offered another 
Important clue. Keel had noticed 
that UFOs often seem to appear 
from nowhere, looking like a violet 
blob. Then they change to blue, 
bluish green and Anally orange and 
red — descending through the col¬ 
our spectrum. Below red are radio 
waves and microwaves, which can 
interfere with a car’s electrical 
circuits. 

Keel believes that UFOs start off 
invisible because they are at an 
energy frequency fax beyond the 


U NE MYSTERIOUS caller 
told Keel that there 
would be an aeroplane 
disaster in Tucson. 
Arizona. The following day. an Air 
Force jet crashed into a shopping 
centre in the city. 

Another message predicted that 
something would happen to the 
Australian Prime Minister Harold 
Holt: a few hour* later, he drowned 
while swimming. 

Yet some of the calls were Ilea, or 
at least hoaxes. Keel was informed 
that there would be a massive 
power failure across the whole U.S. 
on a specific date in 1967. and that 
the East Coast would slide into the 
sea. The events would be triggered 
when President Lyndon B Johnson 
switched on the Christmas tree 
lights on the White Houae lawn. 

This seemed horribly plausible. 
’They’ had predicted a power fail¬ 
ure a few months before, which hud 
happened on schedule, blacking 
out four states. 

But Keel recalled that another 
’contactee'. Professor Charles 
Laughead. had been informed that 
the world was going to end on 
December 21. IBM. when the East 
Coast of America would slip Into 
the sea and most of Europe would 
be destroyed. 

Laughead. a respected academic, 
called a Press conference to 
announce the news and his predic¬ 
tion made headlines. But the 
disaster failed to occur and Laug¬ 
head lost his Job. 

KeeL a well-known journalist with 
a syndicated column, could have 
spread this latest prediction across 
the U.S. But he decided It would be 
wiser to keep silent. His suspicions 

S roved correct. When President 
ohnson threw the switch, there 
was no national power failure. 

But while Keel was watching the 
event on television, the programme 
was interrupted by a newsflash. A 
bridge on the Ohio River had col¬ 
lapsed during the rush hour, killing 
dozens of people. It was a bridge 
that Keel had crossed hundreds of 
times. They’ had also predicted a 
disaster on the Ohio River. . 

All this left Keel In no doubt that 
he was not dealing with men from 
Mar*. Yet be was equally certain 


that he was not dealing with ghosts 
or some other supernatural agency. 
These beings seemed to be some¬ 
where midway between the two. 

Another world of intelligent 
energy is intermingled with ours, 
and is very aware of us. while we are 
only vaguely aware of It.’ wrote 
KeeL 

’Not only has It a clear view of 
future events In our dimensions; It 
can also manipulate past and 
present events to prepare the way 
for the more important future 
events.’ 

Yet if there are such supertntelll- 
gences. why are they bothering 
with us? Surely they must regard 
us as little better than 
Neanderthals? 

Keel does not agree. He has come 
across people who appear to pos¬ 
sess powers that strike the rest of 
us as supernatural. 

As a young man. he travelled to 
the East In an attempt to under¬ 
stand some of the powers attrib¬ 
uted to fakirs and yogis. 

He concluded that many of the 
feats are due to trickery — for 
example, pretending to walk on 
water when actually balancing on a 
rope just below the surface. But he 
also came across apparently genu¬ 
ine cases. 

In Tibet, he met the holy man . 
Nyang-Pos. who was reputed to be 
able to levltute. Placing his hand on 
top of his stick. Nyang-Pas pushed 
himself up in the air and conducted 
the remainder of his conversation 
with Keel sitting in mld-alr. 

He also read Keel's mind Think 
of an object.’ he told him. Keel 
thought of a tree. That Is too easy 
- you are thinking of a tree.’ said 
Nyang-Pas. 

Keel thought of a pair of boots. 
'Now you are thinking of a pair of 
boots; he was told. 

He also taught Keel how to read 
minds. He must choose a good 
subject, who can clearly visualise 
the object he is thinking about. 
When the mind-reader focuses his 
mind on the sublect. the thing the 
subject is thinking about will pop 
into his head. 


■ I RI (SELLER clearly used | 
I this technique when he i 
I read my mind and repro- i 

duced a cartoon character 
I had invented for my children. 

Another holy man Keel met 
decrlbed a Are happening then In a 
remote village. Keel later checked 
and found that It had occurred Just 
as the mystic had described it. 

In other words. Is It not possible 
that we possess far greater powers 
than we realise, and that we fall to 
grasp this because we go through 
life like blind moles snuffling 
through underground tunnels? 

In fact, ls It possible that aliens 
are trying to teach us to use power* 
that are latent In all of us? 

■ ABRIDGED extract from Alien 
Dawn by Colin Wilson, to be 
dpublished by Virgin on May 21 at 
£16.99. © Colin Wilson 1998. To 
order your copy. UL 01634 297123. 
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UFOs are out 
there -1 know 


I WAS quite in¬ 
trigued by a letter 
to the CAB column 
in your newspaper 
last week. 

A subscriber, asked ihc 
lady who replies lo read¬ 
ers questions whom he 
should contact retarding 
ihe sighting of a UFO in 
this area recently, and she 
provided him with an ad¬ 
dress nationally 

Now most people are 
cynical about flying 
saucers and other uniden¬ 
tified Hying objects hut 
from Ihe comprehensive 
research I've done over 
the years such sightings 
are not to be dismissed as 
nonsense. Absolutely not 
Such notaries as Neil 
Armstrong and Burr. Al- 
dren reported having en¬ 
countered Ul-Os during 
their Apollo 2 landing on 
the moon in July 1969 


Thousands of other la- 
mous people have also 
added their viewings to 
the UFO news since the 
initial sightings in the 
mid-forties, just after the 
Second World War. 

Numerous scientific 
professors have stated: 
It is our conclusion 
spaceships IX) exist, are 
very real and travel from 
one or more other solar 
systems.'' Cynics must 
take seriously such ac¬ 
counts from eminent 
sources. 

I have read hundreds 
of books relevant to 
UFOs and I too am con¬ 
vinced that other forms 
of intelligence visit this 
planet. 

Many planes have dis¬ 
appeared in pursuit of 
these craft never to be 
seen again, many airline 
pilots have been cen¬ 
sored from revealing 


thetr encounters with 
alien living objects, and 
the RAF and USAF have 
withheld all information 
form the public. 

Governments have 
done all they can to dis¬ 
pel information regarding 
such craft, yet everyone 
is aware of the Bermuda 
Triangle phenomena and 
the Roswell incident in 
America. 

In the mid-50s a space¬ 
craft did crash in the 
desert area of an Ameri¬ 
can town but like all 
other incidents it was 
hushed up for security 
reasons. 

Anyone in any doubt 
about these events should 
read Timothy Good's 
book Above Top Secret. 
It will vindicate ihe mil¬ 
lions ol rendezvous with 
unearthly beings, occur¬ 
ring since ihe conclusion 
of the last World War. 


Perhaps these other be¬ 
ings are prepanng for a 
formal tryst when peace 
exists on this planet. I'm 
absolutely sure other 
species other than human 
beings do visit us on 
earth. 

I'll describe a very 
strange occurrence I ex¬ 
perienced in the early 
1980s. 

Whilst travelling to 
work on night shift at Tri¬ 
angle Valve with a work¬ 
mate. we had to use the 
country lane from Ashton 
to Pemberton as the A49 
was closed at that time. 

As we passed the farm 
at the top of Billmge 
Road, near the two-milc- 
strctch a large luminous 
object appeared over the 
farm, all the instruments 
on my car dashboard 
began to play havoc, the 
clock span through the 
numbers and the car 


came to an abrupt stop. 

The next thing my 
mate and I were aware of 
was putting our clock 
cards in the automatic 
clocking on machine at 
work, it was l().2()pm 
and we were over an hour 
late for work. 

The last lime I'd no¬ 
ticed the time was 
8.40pm on the car clock. 

We had no knowledge 
of where we d been tor 
the hour and half previ¬ 
ously. 

When we went lo cook 
our meal on the works 
stove we were astounded 
that when we unwrapped 
our eggs, bacon and 
sausages to cook, ihe 
bacon was crispy, the 
eggs hard and the 
sausages done. Mystify¬ 
ing. but authentic. 

Terence Blackledge 
Horne Grove 
Worsley Mesnes 






DO .space aliens 
really cune into 
Coronation Street? 

I pose the question 
otter hearing that a 
huge glowing jelly fish- 
shaped UFO followed 
Raquei home lale one 
night. Actually they 
were stalking I he 
wrong star for 30-year- 
oid Catherine Jones of 
Bournemouth just 


looks like Coronation 
Street's favourite bar¬ 
maid. 

Catherine’s close 
encounter some years 
ago sparked V-.ff an 
interest in UFOs so 
she was spurred into 
action when she read 
the recent Ad&rtiser 
front page story of a 
sponsored wa'Jc to 
Roswell. 

Author Marcus 
Walker of ■" South- 
bourne is trekking to 
the alleged American 
site of a fiying saucer 
crash to "‘"raise 
£100,000 for a Dorset 
UFO research centre. 

"I really want In help 
him.” said mother-of- 
two Catherine who 


lives in Gillingham 
Close. Muscliff. "We’re 
discussing fund rais¬ 
ing events and 
researching together 
just like Mulder and 
Scuilv from the The X- 
Files'." 

Working as a look- 
alike Catherine can 
earn up to £200 
pulling pints behind a 
bar or even £1.000 
opening a supermar¬ 
ket. 

Said Catherine: ‘Til 
do any number of 
these promotions to 
help build his centre. 
I'd even like to work 
there counselling UFO 
abductees. ” 

Catherine also plans 
coffee mornings for 


people who have had 
UFO encounters. 

She said: “Many peo¬ 
ple are nervous of com¬ 
ing out and talking ab¬ 
out their experiences 
because they fear ridi¬ 
cule. I'll listen because 
I’ve seen one too." 

She saw her jelly fish 
UFO in Broadway 
Lane near her home. 

"It was huge with a 
ring of coloured 
lights,” explained 
Catherine. “It followed 
me for ten minutes. 
Then I looked away 
and it was gone.” 

UFO spotters or any¬ 
one needing her look- 
alike services can con¬ 
tact Catherine on 
527025. 
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SOMETHING strange is happening in Ihe 
ikies above Burton and South Dcrbtshire — 

but the good citizens of the district can sleep By Amanda Statham 

soundly in their beds. HUFOIB is keeping 

watch. 


BUFOIB — the Bunnn 
UFO Investigations 

bureau — has been xc;»n- 
ning the heavens lor the 
past 12 months alter decid¬ 
ing the skic.s above 
Swadlincote were a notbed 
of alien activity 

The group was tormed 
Iter a string ol reports 
bating back to the 1V50* ol 
Imystenous obtect* over 
'East Staffordshire and 
South Derbyshire 

Unexplained reports 
include glowing tnaneul.tr 
craft hovering in the air 
while members ol the 
iroup also speak of tele¬ 
phone calls Irom UFO 
watchdogs in the 
Government 

The district s reputation 
is a hotbed ol UFO 
activity promoted a croup 
'l fanatics to establish the 
club in Burton last vear to 
irack and monitor unusual 
phenomenon 

B UFO IB - The Bur¬ 
ton UFO Investigations 
Bureau — meets monthly 
to discuss stentings and 
conduct skv watches which 
involve round-the-clock 
surveillance oi kev areas 
Group director Mr Neil 
Cottee is responsible for 
recording unusual activity 
in the night skv and ivsues 
a monthly newsletter to 


keep I I O spotters 
inlormed 

Neil savs he has alwavs 
been interested in l I Os 
•rtd. despue never actually 
seem* one himself, savs he 
has seen enouen evidence 
to believe iherc is other 
life out there 

He sauf In theory 
there is an utiinite numner 
of stars and planets which 
means there arc infinite 
possibilities ol life too 

Swadlincote and 
Brctbv in particular arc 
real hotbed* of UFO activ- 
nv the most common 
Mcnunes arc of large trian¬ 
gular gi owing objects. Hie 
smaller of ihese we suspect 
arc the Government's new 
military stealth Planes 
which make no noise and 
travel cxtremclv quicklv 
But the large mantle 
Shapes Which people have 
described as the sue ot a 
football pitch have so far 
not been explained 

Neil has collected infor¬ 
mation on scores ol inct- 
li-nts in the area over the 
sears and agreed to 'hare 
some ot the strangest with 
the Mail. 

In December. I'WI a 
ladv who now lives in Mid¬ 
way savs sne was walking 
back from her local shop at 
around iSOnm when <hc 


>.iw a l FO nsc out of a 
ditch in a ncarnv Held 

She was able to 
describe now it hovered 
above me (round helore 
disappearing and 
ipproacncd BUFOIB to 
trv to gain some under- 
'landing ol what she had 
witnessed 

Mr Cottee said last 
June at around 11.30pm a 
Burton man contacted 
BUFOIB to sav he had 
seen more than 100 gold 
coloured spots or discs liv¬ 
ing in formation towards 
Derby. 

Fhe man. a Second 
World War pilot with an 
extensive knowledge ot 
military and civilian air- 
Stall, said he had never 
seen anvtnmg like it 
bciore. 

I lc said the discs he saw 
kept in formation but 
moved, creating stretched 
out shapes. Me saw the 
amc ooiccts again on 
August 15 last vear head¬ 
ing in the opposite direc¬ 
tion towards Lichfield 

knottier unexplained 
Meriting came from a 
middle-aged woman irom 
Linton who. in October 
last vear. saw a large trian¬ 
gular cralt. An immediate 
skvwatcfi was set up by the 
"mup in the village hut 


nothing was spotted. 

A month Ijicr the 
group was contacted again 
bv the woman, known as 
Mrs H. who said she had 
bought binoculars since the 
last sighting and claimed to 
have seen another bright 
triangular cratt hovenng 
over a country road 

She told Mr Cottee a 
black car came round a 
bend in tne road and the 
•cralt" shot down a beam 
of light .She said the car 
came to a stop and tour 
people dressed in dark 
clothing got out and 
started to search the 
ground as if thev had 
dropped something but 
never bothered to look at 
•he mangle ohiect above 
them Mrs H said the light 
went out and the car drove 
off 

She later told the 
BITOIB she received a 
telephone call from a man 
who said he was irom ’the 
Government asking her 
jnout her sightings even 
though she said she had 
told no-one aoout it. 

Anvone who wants to 

torn the BUFOIB or lind 
out more information from 
the club can wnte to Mr 
Cottee at **7 Wvggesion 
Street. Burton. DE13 
OSD 



U FO abductee 
Andrew Hen¬ 
nessey believes 
we sheald all be 
‘preparing ourselves 
(or ttie return ol die 
star gods 1 . 

Andrew (41) clai m s to 
have had several abduc¬ 
tion experiences, and he 
says he has learned 
about the motives of 
extraterrestrial visitors. 

The Scots (oik musician s 
iirst enrounter Happened 20 
years a^o. lank before the 
phenomenon became well 
Known and TV’s X-Files 
was thoueht of 

Lvuir in his bedroom in 
1 ’ortobollo. .i suburb of 
Edinburgh. Andrew stared 
in amazement as "small 
Breen balls rolled slowlv 
and deliberately over mv 
bookcase" 

"They hunk around for 
;ui hour and men l saw a su 
ver clobe hovering over the 
table.' he said 

E nittnUf Wt appre- 
honshra and as rt 
sensing Ms taar a gentle 
ro*ce catted oat “Don't be 
afraid". 

•When I woke the next 
ilav 1 found l had been very 
turhtly tucked up in mv bed. 
something 1 could not possi¬ 
bly have managed oy 
mvself. What s more it was 



-pro. I'd slept many hours 
longer than normal." 

(Gradually memories 
came back to him. Hashes 
of meeting the greys. thin 
suck-like beings with large 
almond eves which have 
became a regular feature of 
manv abductees' alien 
'■ncounters 

A NDREW believes he 
was floated through 
his bedroom wall and up 
Into a spaceship hoverin g 
above the house. 

He trained as a medium 
but after three years 
realised Spiritualism alone 
couidn t explain some of the 
imagery | was seeing 
There was ctearlv a 
source other than spirits lor 
the imormation that was 
being passed to him. The 
answer had to be extraior 
restnal intelligence. Aliens, 
it seems, were still trvmg to 
enntact him 

In 199f> Andrew was play 
ing a gig at Glencoe 
"After the concert I was 
lying in bed and a grey alien 
appeared and embraced me 
”1 was taken under 
ground and shown a wnole 


city inside a cavern - mavbe 
under Glencoe 

The idea that UFOs orig¬ 
inate trom inside the earth 
rather than otner galaxies 
has a long pedigree It is 
suggested mat this solves 
the puzzle of UFOs’ ability 
to .ippear and disappear 
Various locations in Scot¬ 
land nave Deen put forward 
as the sue of underground 
bases - trom the Campsic 
fells to West Lothian. Sever 
al witnesses nave reported 
seeing spaceships disap¬ 
pearing through solid rock. 

1 believe the human race 
has been snanng me planet 
with other races for mil 
lions of vears. which points 
to the conclusion that we 
are all part of a universal 
melting pot. savs Andrew 
So nas evolution got it 
wrong' 

The long sought-for 
missing link’ which sup¬ 
posedly would prove apes 
and man evolved from a 
rommon ancestor has never 
been tound. 

So where did we come 
from* 

His experiences with ET 
h.is convinced Andrew that 
The human race was an 
• xpertinent We didn t ongi 
rute trom this planet.' be 


savs. But if we share a blood 
lme with aliens why do they 
appear so much more 
advanced 0 

-We ve not ended up on 
tiie same level because our 
thinking is hawed We to 
lack the capability of 
putting strands ol thought 
together, savs Andrew 
E believes we are In 
for ma|or changes and 
that ‘ so meth i ng amazing 
will happen 1 . 

So convinced is he that he 
has set up a society of like- 
minded people called The 
Transformation Group to 
prepare lor the events 
.Members are not predict¬ 
ing wo at will happen, but 
point to the widespread 
belief that a huge change 
in society will occur early 
in the new millennium. 

Propnecies include the 
return in AD2012 of the 
builders of the pvramtu' 
Also forecast is the 
reawakening of the fabled 
King of the World whose 
followers have been living 
underground waiting for 
his second coming 

Bv 2000 there will be a 
benevolent extraterrestrial 
emoassv on earth * Andrew 
assured me 


£ I was taken underground 
and shown a whole city 9 
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REAL LIFE X-FILE 
STUNS MOTORISTS 


DRIVERS claimed they were 
shaken up after a 40ft long 
unidentified flying object flew 
over the top of their car. 

The incident happened between 
6.30-7pm last Tuesday evening when 
Mike Speed and a female colleague 
were driving home near the Llandegla 
moors between Ruthin and Wrexham. 

Mr Speed said: “It was near dusk when 
suddenly a huge black object came hover¬ 
ing towards us. It was travelling very slow¬ 
ly and was no more than 25 feet above the 
ground. 

“It was oblong in shape and there were 
no distinguishing features on it except for 
a blue glow at the back. It was absolutely 
terrifying and my colleague was hysterical 
with fear. 

“Then after a few moments it just disap¬ 
peared over the moors and was gone - it 
made no sound at all and there was no way 
it could have been any kind of plane.” 

Mr Speed said that when they arrived 
back at the house his colleague's watch 


UFO passes 
over evening 
commuters 


Ministry of Defence. 

But the MOD maintain they only inves¬ 
tigate whether the sighting of a UFO 
poses a threat to national security. 

A spokesman said it was not in their 
brief to investigate the particular nature 
of any UFO. and once an object is deemed 
not to pose a threat to national security, 
no further investigations are made. 


had gone back an hour, and his own watch 
15 minutes forward. 

He said: “I know it sounds bizarre and 
there's just no way I can explain it. It's 
left me feeling shocked and shaken, and I 
don’t think I will ever find any logical 
answers.” 

A spokesman for Wrexham Police 
confirmed they had recieved a sighting of 
a strange object from a man who was 
driving with a passenger. 

The report was passed on to the Civil 
Aviation Authority, who in turn passes all 
reported UFO sightings on to the 


Triangular 

Eric Morris of the British UFO Studies 
Centre said there had been a number of 
sightings of UFO's in the Wrexham area 
over recent years. 

He said: "Recently a Wrexham man also 
reported an incident to the local newspa¬ 
per, spotting a triangular shaped uniden¬ 
tified flying object while driving on a 
small road around the Northwich area. 

“We will investigate any sightings that 
are reported to us and people will recieve 
full confidentiality." 

The BUFOSC can be contacted on 01606 
330667. 







Daily Mail, Tuesday, June 30,1998 


Scientists call 
for an inquiry 
into ‘physical 
evidence’ of 
flying saucers 

From IVOR KEY in New York 

FOR decades, reports of UFOs 
have both alarmed and mystified 
the public. Now scientists are 
about to sit up and take notice as 
well. 

Yesterday, an international panel of 
scientists called for a full-scale investi¬ 
gation of UFOs after concluding that 
some sightings were backed up with 
compelling physical evidence. 

And in a mild rebuke, they said col¬ 
leagues who previously had not taken 
some of the phenomena seriously might 
have something to leam. 

The panel studied cases associated with 
inexplicable details such as bums to wit¬ 
nesses and radiation damage to vegeta¬ 
tion. 

UFOs that should be investigated, they 
said, include a gigantic disc, 3,000ft in 
diameter, spotted in the skies above Paris 
in 1994 by the crew of a military aircraft. It 
was on radar for 50 seconds before slow¬ 
ing from 110 knots to zero and disappear¬ 
ing. 

Also in need of exploration are regular 
sightings of strange lights above Norway 
and Texas, and a cigar-shaped grey 
metallic object - giving off a powerful 
green glow - seen by witnesses on the 
ground and by the nearby crew of an 
Army Reserve helicopter over 
Ohio in 1973. 

The helicopter started to 
ascend, although the controls 
were set for descent, and its 
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* Strides in 
technology’ 


magnetic compass started to 
spin wildly for no reason. 

The panel also recommend 
research into a 1981 case in 
Trans-en-Provence, France, in 
which a witness reported an 
oval object emitting a low 
whistle as it flew in for a land¬ 
ing. 

Police and researchers then 
found two concentric circles 
and other traces that, when 
analysed, showed the soil had 
been heavily impacted with 
radiation and plants in the 
area had aged. 

This first independent review 
of UFOs in 32 years was 
directed by physicist Dr Peter 
Sturrock of California’s Stan¬ 
ford University. The last, in 


1966, was undertaken by the 
University of Colorado after 
being commissioned by the 
U.S. Air Force and the CIA. 

It concluded that ‘further 
extensive study of UFOs prob¬ 
ably cannot be justified in the 
expectation that science will 
be advanced’. 

The Sturrock group, how¬ 
ever, says strides in technical 
capabilities now make the 
chanceo Of understanding 
greater. 

Dr Sturrock admits in a 
report that his panel found no 
concrete evidence of extrater¬ 
restrial intelligence but says 
the scientific community 
might leam something if it can 
overcome the fear of ridicule 
associated with the topic. 

It might even get f undin g for 
research to try to explain the 
strange occurrences. 

‘It may be valuable to care¬ 
fully evaluate reports to 
extract information about 
unusual phenomena currently 
unknown to science,’ the 
report said, adding that such 
research could also improve 
understanding of, and in some 
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cases debunk, supposed UFO 
events. 

The review, published in the 
Society for Scientific Explo¬ 
ration, was compiled after an 
inquiry involving ten eminent 
scientists from the Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology 
and Cornell, Princeton, Ari¬ 
zona and Vir gini a universities 
as well Germany and France. 


’Topic with a 
giggle factor’ 


They heard evidence from 
UFO investigators in America 
and Europe. 

The panel said that despite 
an abundance of UFO reports 
over the last 50 years, ‘and 
despite great public interest, 
the scientific community has 
shown remarkably little inter¬ 
est in this topic’. 

They said when scientists 
and officials not connected 
with the study were told about 
its suggestions, they were sur- 
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prised that a topic with such a 
high ‘giggle factor’ might be 
resurrected for serious study. 

Dr Sturrock said that some 
reported incidents could have 
been caused by rare natural 
phenomena, such as electrical 
activity high above thunder¬ 
storms, ‘but there were some 
that couldn't be easily 
esqslained’. 

He hopes some scientists 
‘will read the report and 
become curious ... the chal¬ 
lenge is to do good science on 
f-his issue. It’s difficult.’ ? .. 

The Air Force l2Zt y?ar made 
public its latest report on the 
1947 incident near the town of 
Roswell, New Mexico, when 
witnesses said they had seen 
the bodies of aliens. The mili¬ 
tary said they were dummies 
used being used in exercises. 

The supposed crash of a 
UFO gave rise rise to a whole 
flying-saucer culture of para¬ 
noia, including TV pro¬ 
grammes such as The X-FUes. 

But like the Sturrock panel, 
the Air Force concluded there 
was no hard evidence of aliens 
or their spaceships. 
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meet no saw 

u strange dark grey triangular -..« WATCHER: UFO exoefl Eric Morns scans tne neavens lor extra- 
object in the sky at around lpm. , , vl ,„ llfS vaVk 

Uric, who lives ai Gn-enall ^rreSUiaiVisitors. 

Road. Northwich. said: Light or v>t a lot of people knew about Centre meeting is 
nine people came up at the meet- BUFOSC before, but now wit- CThur»d*yl »l 7.3°p« at tne 
Ing to say ihnt they had also wit- nesses are less inhibited about |J AFA w,n * 4 < r ,ub ,n bUl 0 
nosced the phenomenon coming forward and relating Road. Nortnwicn. 

And one man was able to de- their accounts to us.' Founder Eric Morris will de¬ 

scribe the sighting in much One of the sightings was on cuss an alleged UFO crash which 
groater detail than before I January 31 noar the Oulton Park happened several years ago near 
didn't have time to speak to them motor racing circuit and was re- an RAF base in Newquay. Corn- 
and take their details at the ported by a couple driving to wall, which he spent three 
meeting so it Is vital they got in Shrewsbury. They said they saw months Investigating, 
contact with me a triangular-shaped object. He l8 a i >0 hoping to get Nigel 

Tho BUFOSC meeting was at- n follows other reports of UFO Mortimer, one of the world s 
tended by 45 people, more than activity In the area. Including a leading UFO researeners. to 
twice as many than before, and man who says he saw a flying or- 0 n the ’llkley entity'. 

Eric Issued 20 report sheets to ange ball with spikes on It over £rJc |s ,| so keen l0 from 


A BUS driver who put up a 
longue-ln-cheek sign warning 
about alien abductions Is 
convinced the truth Is out 
there' after a series of strange 
sightings across Mid Cheshire. 

Pete Roberts, of Carlton 
Hoad. Wilton Park, "ho has 
worked for North Western 
buses for 25 years, put the sign 
up as a prank Just before 
Christmas. 

It reads: 'North Western 
Busos would like to point out 
that It has no legal 
responsibility for any 
passengers abducted end 
experimented with while 
travelling on the company 
vehicles. Many thanks for your 
co-operation.' 

Ho came up with the spoof 
after lolling Irate passengers 
In Chester the late arrival of a 
hus was due to Its being 
abducted by aliens. 

But now 44-year-old Pete says 
the bool Is on the other foot 
•Since I put the sign up there's 
been all those reports of UFO 
sitings across the area. The 
sign has caught up with me. It 
started as a Joke but now 
people don't know what to 
think. 

'People have been asking me 
If I've put the sign up because 
of all the UFO sightings. 

They don't know if It's a Joke 
or If the company is corering - 


X-FIIE StGJfc Bus driver Peter Roberts wiin his alien abduchon soooJ 


warning 

itself against alien abductions. 

‘I can't dismiss the idea of 
UFOs. 

I haven’t seen any but you're 
got to keep an open mind.' be 


Meanwhile, when Pete Is not 
driving buses or on the trail o! 
extra-ierrestrlAls. he keeps 
amused by playing the flute 
and singing with Northwich 





Athelstan Spilhaus 


I T WOULD be unfair to blame 
Athelstan Spilhaus for what 
came to be called the Roswell In¬ 
cident. All the same, he was the 
engineer in charge of an experi¬ 
ment that resulted in many oth¬ 
erwise sane people becoming 
convinced that aliens had ar¬ 
rived on earth. 

In 1947 the Americans were 
working on ways to monitor nu¬ 
clear tests in the Soviet Union. 

One plan was to put aloft bal¬ 
loons equipped with the neces¬ 
sary detection equipment. The 
first experiments were failures. 

The balloons all blew away. Mr 
Spilhaus, then a professor of 
meteorology at New York Uni¬ 
versity, was brought in. As a 
weather man, so the reasoning 
went, surely he would know 
how to ensure that the balloons 
staved quite steady in the 
stratosphere. 

On June 4th 1947 the Spil¬ 
haus prototype was launched. 

On July 7th it came down with a 
bump, disintegrating on a ranch 
near Roswell in New Mexico. 

The rancher phoned the local 
sheriff. He thought the debris 
might have come from "a flying 
disc”. By the time the story got 
into the newspapers the "disc" 
had become a flying saucer. A 
neighbour of the rancher later 
said that in the debris there was 
"something like aluminium, 
something like satin, something like well-tanned leather in its 
toughness, vet was not precisely like any one of those materials”. 
Could this have been a dead alien, or possibly several? Many 
people came to think so. 

An air force team removed every scrap of debris, assuring 
reporters that it was just an ordinary balloon, nothing to be 
bothered about; and compounding suspicions that the federal 
government was trying to cover up the fact that aliens had 
landed, fearing panic by the public it was not until 1994 that it 
disclosed the background to the incident. Even now, the govern¬ 
ment version is widely disbelieved. The myth was much more 
interesting. Mr Spilhaus could say little: this was a secret of the 
cold war. But the fact that he was known to be associated with the 
incident only added to public speculation about it. Mr Spilhaus 
enjoyed playing the role of a slightly dotty scientist, a bit of a 
dreamer, or, as he called himself in later life, a "retired genius”. 

Keeping warm in Minneapolis 

Athelstan Spilhaus had more success as a member of the team 
that in January 1958 launched Explorer 1, the first American sat¬ 
ellite He was an optimist, a good person to have around when 
things looked bad, as they had four months earlier when the Rus¬ 
sians had sent up their Sputnik. In the second world war Mr 


Spilhaus had been called in 
when the American navy was 
puzzled, and indeed desperate, 
because German submarines 
were eluding its warships after 
apparently being detected by so¬ 
nar. He devised an instrument 
that made the sonar more accu¬ 
rate by allowing for temperature 
changes in the water. 

Mr Spilhaus, a naturalised 
American, was bom in Cape 
Town and would sometimes re¬ 
mark that the only thing wrong 
with America was that it did not 
have the weather of South Africa. 
The oceans were the key, he said; 
an obvious fact nowadays with 
El Nino playing havoc with the 
world’s weather, but not so obvi¬ 
ous in the 1930s and 1940s when 
Mr Spilhaus was doing pioneer¬ 
ing studies into oceanography, 
first at the Massachusetts Insti¬ 
tute of Technology and later at 
New York University and the 
University of Minnesota. 

After experiencing the bitter 
winters of the Midwest he sug¬ 
gested that the only way to bring 
decent South African weather to 
Minneapolis was to enclose it 
with a kind of huge umbrella. 
He drew a plan, which the city 
considered seriously, but 
backed away from the serious 
cost. Artificial climates inside 
domes no longer seem far¬ 
fetched, but Mr Spilhaus was 
not offended that his idea was not taken up. "I do love to play 
with ideas.” he said. The important thing was that they should be 
elegant, even if at the time they did not seem practical. He loved 
toys. With a toy, he said, you could easily demonstrate a princi¬ 
ple. In a sense, every prototype was a toy. 

He was especially fond of old toys and had a collection of 
several thousand. In "Mechanical Toys”, a book written with his 
wife Kathleen, he was enthusiastic about a German toy which 
produced nine different animal sounds. It had never been bet¬ 
tered. he wrote. He marvelled at the system of bellows, pipes and 
stops. "The variety and accuracy of older specimens” was proba¬ 
bly “a lost art”, and rivalled modem electronic synthesizers. Mr 
Spilhaus did his best, though, to sustain the art. He designed 
many toys for his children and grandchildren. Some of the de¬ 
signs have been marketed and are the correct toys to be seen in 
the best nurseries. 

American presidents warmed to him. Eisenhower put him 
on unesco. Kennedy got him to oversee the American stand at 
the Seattle World's Fair in 1962. Johnson made him a scientific 
adviser. All picked his brains. He in turn helped to persuade the 
government to remedy what he called America’s “pitiful rank¬ 
ing in ocean fishing”. Nothing is impossible, Athelstan Spilhaus 
would say. Barring aliens, of course. 



Athelstan Frederick Spilhaus, inventor of 
aliens, died on March 30th, aged 86 
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